
Winter 2019 

 

                    The Blue Lotus Village 
 

During the warm months of the year Blue Lotus is a hive of activity.  Each week 

hundreds of clients, living with profound life challenges, spend a day at the farm 

enjoying all that nature and the staff can provide.  However as winter sets in, activities 

slow, leaving a few moments for quiet reflection.  

Most of us are familiar with the phrase, “It takes a village…”  It comes from an African 

proverb, which asserts that it takes a village to raise a child.  As I gaze out at the Blue 

Lotus property, silent and dressed in a mantle of snow, it occurs to me that it has taken 

a very large village to make Blue Lotus the thriving center for restorative healing that it is today.  

 This past year, you, our loyal “villagers,” raised almost $100,000, in 24 hours, to repair the access road.  Our 

year end appeal brought in additional funds for those renovations.  Your participation earlier in the year made two 

Blue Lotus Special Events even more special: an evening with David Zucker of “Airplane” fame, and our annual golf 

outing at Hidden Glen Golf Club.  Most importantly, more than 225 volunteers provided hands-on support for more 

than 44 groups that visited the farm in 2018, including 9 brand new clients.  None of this would have been possible 

without the village of caring people who continue to support Blue Lotus year in and year out.   

 In the next few months we will complete the driveway repairs.  When the pond thaws and the wild flowers 

reappear in the meadow, we will be ready to greet more than 3,000 guests who are expected to visit Blue Lotus in 

2019.    

    Many thanks for your continuing support.  

Held at the beautiful West 
Bend Mutual  

Register by Jan. 30th! 
 

Call (262) 675-2473 
Or visit our events page at bluelotusfarm.org  



Sibling Zip Days 
 

Saturday 

April 6th & May 4th 

10:00 -  2:00 

Blue Lotus is offering special days 

just for the siblings of individuals 

with special needs. This is their 

day to enjoy time away from life’s 

daily challenges. More details 

soon! 
 
 

 

Sponsored by the West Bend Noon Rotary 

Spring Clean-Up Days:  
 
 
 

 

 

 

Spend a day enjoying nature while 

helping us prepare for the upcoming 

season by setting up our equipment, 

preparing flower beds, spreading 

mulch, and so much more. 

On our planting day, we will fill the 

grounds with colorful annuals for all 

to enjoy. 

Mark Your Calendar!       Walking In Their Shoes 
                       By: Tony Steiner 
  

 My family keeps an old-school calendar hanging in our 
kitchen.  We use it to document the daily comings and 
goings of our busy lives.  When the New Year arrives, it’s 
fun (and often instructive) to review the events of the 
prior year.  In this context, I offer you a mind-altering 

memory from 2018:  July 11th, Blue Lotus Farm - Zip-A-Dee-Doo-Dah Day.  
 When I backed out of my driveway that beautiful morning, I thought 
of my promise to volunteer as just another obligation among many others; 
a pledge I had made to lend a hand.  As I helped set-up for the day’s 
activities, I took on a regimented mindset, focusing on the tasks I was given.  
However as the visitors began to arrive, my focus slowly shifted to the 
happy chatter and smiles that surrounded me.  
 As I launched and co-piloted boats, I was able to share a few 
minutes with each individual guest and his or her caregiver.  I wondered 
about the profound challenges that each of them face while navigating 
their days.  I admired the courage, mutual love, and devotion, which was 
constantly on display.  I was inspired by each visitor’s ability to be fully 
present and find pure joy in the moment.     
 Ultimately, sharing time with these people, who were experiencing 
and enjoying the farm, enabled me to detach from my task-oriented 
mindset.  Each encounter was a gift that provided me with an opportunity 
to put myself in someone else’s shoes; to try to imagine what the world 
looks like through their eyes. 
 I drove away from Blue Lotus that day with a 
totally different mindset than the one that dominated 
the start of my day.  I arrived home with a heart full of 
gratitude for all who graciously allowed me to walk in 
their shoes, if only for a moment or two.  In 2019, 
whenever life’s demands assert themselves, I’ll try to 
say “Zip-A-Dee-Doo-Dah!,” and ground myself by 
remembering that very special day at Blue Lotus Farm. 
 

Blue Lotus Farm & Retreat Center is a 501c3 tax exempt charitable organization Like us on Facebook! 

May 18th, May 25th 

Spring Planting 

May 29th 

9:00am -  1:00pm 


